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-~ byline  that mecans something in the
" Washington circles that really wnatter,

- study of black Washington that began as ; 1 ause :
" know heard him say it—The next time" Post now ranks
" the Bay of Pigs; and a biograpby of - Johnson writes onc of those things and
. . tells me he has a job offer, U'm going to ! geles Tinies

with Bernard Guwertzman, now in Mos-

" signments; to spend, with minimal ac-
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paper—hnancially and in editorial heft

,—is  somcthing " its  executives tacitly
concede is not to be; the Star has sur-
crendered local leadership to the Wash-
fngton Post, which is morning  and
Jiberal, and whica is, as cditor Noyes ,
:says, “a fantastic paper from sn eco-
inomic point of view,”
r

- The Cood Grey Lady
| Is No. 2, and Not
Really Trying Marder

(] “Nhe cconomic chasii “between
I the two papers is alivious tn
y readers who plod through the
i Post's scemingly  endiess  col-
i umns, Back up a few years for historical
cperspective, and the £ap is even more:

spectacular, :
- In March 1955, when the Post pur-
chased the rival morning  Washington
Times-Herald and killed cverything in
it excepr the name and some coveted

{ believe
name ‘on the
morning,” a former Star

By Joseph C. Goulden

% n November the Evening Star boasted

(
}

of staff wwriter Haynes Johnson in city tricd to plumb the
* . r
prowotional ads as “Awerica's fore-

most national reporter” Its claim

significance o

‘those pro-war editorials and the con

was more than adveriising byperbole.*; servative tone of the Star in general,

Johnson, at age thirty-cight, carries a fonc insider insisted. Another
said:
He won a Pulitzer prize for reporting - Noves telling him how to
the Sehma racial clashes, and he bas  Star, and Noyes and
authored three well-received books— a ' brass got fed up with

and this is true, because a secretar

a Star series; an authoritative account of

Senator |, Williamn Fulbright, the latter | 1
,let him take ie.”” And yet another:
cow for the New York Times. _shows the Star has really had it,
Presidential candidates and  Senators
and Cabinet members answer the tele-
phone when Haynes Joelnson calls, and
they read what he writes. Star editor
Newbold Noyes, recognizing Johnson as )
his reportorial ace, gave bim commen- + Unfortunately for dramatic
surate treatment: to choose bis own as- ' nalism, these
of the truth,
. appropriate, for the Star
dramatic place,

tis down, they don't give a

countability, a personal travel budget;
and to take periodic leaves of absence
and prolonged wvacations to write his
books. In short, Johuson had the sort of
arrangenent wany  reporters  dream
-about but few achieve—freedom of * harder.

~Washington  thac it
Its exccutives

3 Ft’ avnes Johnson writing for th

3 Washington Pogse, couldn't
: it when T read your
front page” this
colleague wrote.
him, With the methodology of amateur .

' Kremlinologists, Star-gazers around the, ranked third behind the Star and Tines-

the shife. “Haynes got fed up with all-

wlm_i;howcr years,
i elaimed privity to  Johnson's thinking ! voiced nirvana
“Havnes kepr writing memos to i a nation should

jour='
stories fall somewhat shore. torial matter—often looks like Grand
That they do is in a way
is not a very
It is Washington's _scc-|;s;7c11ds around 86 million
ond newspaper—and, unlike Avis, it 1S port an cditorial staff of
- having considerable trouble ]clonvnnqng;fs]ightly more than $4 million on 260
Is really trying
use the words

columns and comics, the Evening Star
¢ totally dominated Washington journal-
dism. Tes forty-two million lines of ad-
vertising made it the fifth largest news-
‘paper in the nation, The Post, with
awenty-five million lines, barely made .
the top fifty list. In circulation, the Pose

£ Herald, i
Editorially, the Star had the car of '
- mainstream Washington, both in the
" local and national context, In the Eisen-
it found the quicr, low- |
$0 long its idcal of how |
be run. It covered the

perk up the ! city with blanket thoroughness down to
some of the other “civie assaciation and ox roast level,
him, Noyes said— '

.+ Tifteen years later the statistics have
1. changed more than has the Star. The -
third in the nation in
:ndvcrrising linage (bichind the Los An-

| and Miani Herald) with'

“Thls; seventy million lines, while the Star with
when | forty-unc million
they can’t hold their top man. The linage. off than it' was in

lines is actually worse
1953. The Post holds

amn aboutg commanding circulation leads in both ¢

top to see howg (641,790 to 358,754) cditions,

Because of its ad linagge, the Post’s
news hole—the space available for edi-:

iCanyon; the Star's more like a minor
«cascade in Rock Creek Park. The Pose
a year to sup-
370; the Star,

staffcrs, The Pose's forcign desk no
longer considers the Star a competitor.

mobility and of expression, and an editor : “sccond newspaper™ comfortably in their - o rankly, we pay more attention to beat.

nweho left i alone to write, ; conversations, even with an outsider, and
Two weeks after the promotional ad-
vertising appeared, Haynes Joluson's
byline awas on the front page of. the
Washington Poste—a switch of allegiance
as startling in Washington journalism as ! ited |
Rogers Morton's defection to the Demo- the best conservative paper groing,” a key
crats would be in Washington politics, cdivorial officer told me, T.lmt the Star
o - 48 €VEE €0 be the bese Washington news-

i tion that they
anything clse,
“Our goal is to make the Star the best

evening newspaper in the Uaited Statcs, | but there are

ving the Times,” a desk man there said.’

- without the slightest display of expecta- ; On local and national storics, Star rc-
ever expece the Star to be  porters comiplain the Post often outmans

5 them by two or three to one,

¢ Influcnce is an immeasurable quality,
guidelines which suggest,

1if not prove, which newspaper is read,

,]if not always heeded, An example: Be-!
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